
Abstract: 
 
As teachers of elementary students, we are often asked to teach the more celebrated facts 
of Washington’s life (i.e., he was a farmer, our first president, born in Virginia and 
nicknamed the Father of our Country), without giving due respect to the aspect of 
Washington’s life that he, himself, would have chosen to be remembered for; Mount 
Vernon.  Even though Washington spent a great deal of time away from Mount Vernon, 
we find in the later years of his life in his letters and various documents that much of his 
thoughts were spent on securing his crops and animals, planting more trees, and 
transforming Mount Vernon from a cottage into a mansion.  This unit allows students to 
explore Washington’s road home and how the various roles he carried in his life as 
surveyor, soldier and president carried him to and from Mount Vernon.  
 


